
iverlovers
CurrentsR

Volume 25, Number 4, April 2012

Message From The President
The screening of “Earth the Operators Manual” at the March 
Potluck was well received, with a good crowd of Riverlovers 
attending.  One of the points this documentary brought up 
was that humanity is burning fossil fuels a million times 
faster than nature creates fossil fuels.   The nations of the 
world need to step up our production and use of clean re-
newable energy sources.  After the documentary was over, 
our group had quite a bit of discussion with different views 
about what we saw.

For the April 20th meeting we will show “Power Surge.”  
This DVD is from the Nova series on PBS.  From the DVD 
cover: “From solar panel factories in China to a carbon cap-
ture and storage facility in the Sahara desert—to massive 
wind and solar installations in the United States—Nova trav-
els the globe to reveal the surprising technologies that just 
might turn back the clock on climate change.”

Earth Day is coming Sunday, April 22nd   and I’m glad to 
announce that the Riverlovers will have an outreach table at 
the County-sponsored event at the Kensico Dam Plaza in 
Valhalla.  This is a very popular event that will showcase the 
Riverlovers with our numerous activities, and our efforts for 
a clean and healthy Hudson River.  The hours for this event 
are from 10am to 3pm.  Call me if you can volunteer at this 
event.

For the May 18th meeting we are contacting Rick Ath-
neman, a singer and guitarist, to perform for us. Bill Flank 
suggested that we have a hike at the Rockefeller State Park 
Preserve.  We’ll work out the exact date, time and place at 
the April Potluck.

June 16 and 17 is the date for the Great Hudson River 
Revival.  We need volunteers for our outreach table.  River-
lovers are again going to share a Sloop Clubs tent at the fes-
tival.  Our share of the cost will be $73.  Call me to reserve 
your volunteer spot for the weekend.

At the Clearwater Board meeting last week, Bill Flank 
presented our $225 donation check to our parent organiza-
tion.   This represented a sharing of the proceeds from our 
sail event on the Clearwater sloop last summer,  and it was 
received with appreciation.

This summer we will plan to do some kayaking at 
Annsville Creek, canoeing at Constitution Marsh, and white-
water canoeing on the upper Delaware River,  all exciting 
activities.  Stay tuned as we develop the specifics for these 
events.

Finally, we are planning to book our annual sail on the 
Sloop Clearwater.  Call me at my listed phone number or e-
mail me for any preferences, for what month or what eve-
ning of the week (Lindholm63@gmail.com).  One of the 
advantages of membership in Riverlovers is a low-cost sail 
on the Sloop Clearwater.  We currently ask for a suggested 
donation of $10 for members and $20 for non-members, 
which we then share (see above) with our parent organiza-
tion.  What a bargain for everyone! 

Setting Climate Change Examples
We don’t have to look all the way to Europe to find exam-
ples of “think globally but act locally” actions to save the 
planet.  Washington DC has the largest bike-sharing system 
in the country,  it is the first city to tax plastic bag use, and it 
is ranked second in public transportation use for commuting.

A revolution in shopping habits occurred when they 
started taxing plastic bags,  rather than just giving a credit if 
you brought your own.  Overnight, almost everyone in DC 
started bringing their own bags rather than pay a dime a bag 
in tax.   That shows you what a little sustainability courage—
and incentive—can do.

In addition, our nation’s capital city is fourth among the 
largest metropolitan areas for jobs in the green economy, 
adding to their pace-setting example even while the politi-
cians from the rest of the country bicker in the halls of Con-
gress.  They could lead by following, couldn’t they?

And what do the non-politicians among us think about 
global warming?  By a 71% to 28% margin, Americans be-
lieve that EPA should be allowed to do its job of protecting 
us from carbon dioxide pollution.  By 73% to 26% we sup-
port stricter energy efficiency standards, and by a 76% to 
37% margin, we trust scientists for information about global 
warming rather than our member of Congress, according to 
Yale University researchers.

Let’s keep this in mind the next time we vote, and may-
be—just maybe—we can begin to get our representatives to 
adopt sustainable practices while there is still time to pre-
vent the planet from succumbing to rampant overheating.
Pay your dues now—support our river!  

$25 Individual & $35 Family
It cost $7.70 a year to send you the Riverlovers Currents.  
Please consider adding at least that much to your annual 
dues.  Support your Newsletter and the river!
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Preventing More Deepwater Spills
(Taken from a Washington Post Op-Ed article co-authored 
by William K. Reilly, George Bush’s EPA Administrator)
The U.S. shouldn’t let its Cuban embargo get in the way of 
drilling safety.  Cuba’s first deepwater oil rig began drilling 
early this year 70 miles south of Key West, Florida.  Cuban 
officials believe the rig may tap as much as 20 billion barrels 
of oil, although U.S. officials estimate somewhat less than 
that.  Those reserves would be roughly equal to ours.  

The Spanish company doing the actual work will be 
drilling at depths up to 6000 feet, and it is vital to the envi-
ronmental and economic interests of the U.S. that Cuba get 
this right.  The Cuban government is overseeing drilling 
activities deeper than BP’s Deepwater Horizon well and al-
most as close to U.S. shores, but without access to most of 
the resources, technology, equipment and expertise essential 
to prevent and, if needed, respond to spills.

The Deepwater Horizon response effort involved more 
than 5000 vessels and is estimated by BP to have cost $42 
billion.  It is estimated that Cuba has access to less than 5 
percent of resources like that.  The Spanish company, Rep-
sol, regularly communicates with U.S. regulators, and pro-
vided them access to the rig on its way to Cuba.  But they 
are hampered by the U.S. embargo on business with Cuba, 
so that the blowout preventer can’t be maintained by the 
U.S. company that built it,  and they can’t supply replace-
ment parts without a U.S. license to operate in Cuba.

Cuban regulators are trying to act responsibly, working 
with Norwegian and Brazilian engineers, and making re-
sponse plans based on the published findings of the Deepwa-
ter Horizon commission.  But they are severely hampered by 
our embargo, since they can’t work with their U.S. counter-
parts.  Their engineers are not allowed to work with any U.S. 
company or organization.

If only to protect the waters and beaches of Florida and 
the southeast United States from a potential disaster, our 
government can, and should, make available the necessary 
resources.  The private sector needs considerable time to 
prepare effective response plans, but they need a clear signal 
from our government to move forward.

We have communicated in the past on issues of common 
interest, like when we kept them informed of spills affecting 
Cuban waters, and worked together on drug interdiction, 
immigration and weather.  It’s a political hot potato,  espe-
cially in an election year.  Some have proposed denying ac-
cess to U.S.  technology in the hope that this will prevent 
Cuba from utilizing their oil resources, but it’s much too late 
for that.  It is time, however, to face reality.  What coopera-
tion will do is to help protect Key West.  It is strongly in our 
interest that we get this right.

Forget Yucca Mountain Repository
The U.S. needs a fresh start in the complex search to find a 
location to dispose of high-level radioactive waste.  That’s 
the conclusion of the Blue Ribbon Commission on America’s 
Nuclear Future in its report issued last month.  

The review by the 15-member panel of experts took two 
years to complete and involved more than two dozen public 
meetings and site visits throughout the U.S. and other na-
tions.  In the end, the report urges using an entirely new 

process and creating a new agency to lead the search for a 
publicly acceptable—and scientifically suitable—place to 
store radioactive waste and spent nuclear fuel, both from 
nuclear power plants and former nuclear weapon manufac-
turing sites.

A single-purpose federal corporation is proposed, having 
complete authority over the $25 billion in funds for the re-
pository which have been raised through a tax on electricity, 
that contributes about $750 million per year to the program.  

The panel of physicists and experts on energy and radio-
active waste was ordered not to consider the suitability of 
Yucca Mountain or other potential sites for a geological re-
pository, but instead was asked to find a sound waste man-
agement scheme to resolve the long-running impasse over 
the repository’s location.

Under the 1982 Nuclear Waste Policy Act,  the repository 
was supposed to be operating by 1998.  The legislation 
called for the creation of two waste repositories, one in the 
eastern U.S.  and a second in the West.  However, in 1997 
Congress amended the law and modified it in such a way that 
only Yucca Mountain could qualify as a geological waste 
repository.  The commission’s report noted that this law was 
nicknamed the “Screw Nevada bill.”

The nation faces a mountain of nuclear waste building 
up at some 75 locations around the country.   The report notes 
that 65,000 metric tons of commercial radioactive waste rests 
near some 104 operating reactors and another 10 closed 
ones.  At four major former weapons sites,  a witches’ brew 
of liquid and solid high-level radioactive waste remains wait-
ing to be treated and shipped somewhere, and leaking into 
groundwater in the meantime.

Among the eight key report recommendations, the 
commission suggests first focusing on selecting at least one 
centralized interim storage facility.   The goal is to move 
waste away from current reactor and weapon sites and par-
ticularly from the 10 sites that are closed but still house spent 
fuel.   The report says transportation is a crucial link in the 
scheme, and notes that the public legitimately fears move-
ment of radioactive material.

The process to select new sites could take at least 10 
years for an interim storage site and 20 or more years for a 
permanent geological repository, according to the commis-
sion, which noted that “This generation has a fundamental, 
ethical obligation to avoid burdening future generations with 
the entire task of finding a safe, permanent solution for man-
aging hazardous nuclear materials that they had no part in 
creating.”  

Maybe we should have thought about that before, but at 
least President Obama and Energy Secretary Chu have now 
embarked on a reasonable path to resolving this huge head-
ache we created.

It’s time to start thinking 
about our annual Clearwater 
Sail.   Here’s a memento 
from last summer’s sail with 
Captain Nick Rogers and 
crew.

Photo by Beverly Dyckman
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Application for Riverlovers Membership

  Name ___________________________________________

  Address _________________________________________

  City __________________________   State ____________

  Zip ____________  Telephone _______________________

  Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________

  Please send check ($25 individual, $35 family) for 2012 to:
  Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520. 

  I want to have Riverlovers Currents delivered electronically.

  ________________________________________________
  Send to this e-mail

Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern 

Westchester-Putnam County area)

Yes!  I Also Want To Join Clearwater
  Please sign me up in the following membership category:
 ! Individual! $40!      !    Mariner! $500
 ! Family!  $55!      !    Sailing-Master! $1000
 ! Contributor!  $100!      !    Benefactor! $5000
 ! Sponsor! $200!      !    Student! $10

Name ____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card
!    Visa!!               MC!!             Discover!           Amex

Account No. ______________________________________

Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________

Mail To:! Clearwater, Inc.
 ! 724 Wolcott Avenue
               ! Beacon, NY 12508

Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator and 
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent” 
organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up 
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”

Sundays at the Beacon Sloop Club, Farmers’ Market 
10am–4pm.  Local cheeses, eggs, pasta,  bread,  lamb, mush-
room spring rolls, fruits and vegetables.

April 1,  Sun, 2pm, Concert / Fundraiser at Beacon Sloop 
Club featuring Housetop, “Southern Vermont’s four-piece 
harmony singin’ swingin’ string band.”  $10 suggested dona-
tion.   Info: Contact Dave Eberle (davideb@aol.com or 845-
242-7822) and www.housetopband.com. 

April 14, Sat, 7:30pm, Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse 
featuring the Makem and Spain Brothers,  the definitive 
Irish folk singers of their generation.  At Memorial United 
Methodist Church, 250 Bryant Ave,  White Plains.  Tickets at 
door ($25) , o r in advance ($20) ava i lab le a t 
www.BrownPaperTickets.com/producer/5602.  Open seating.  
Proceeds benefit Walkabout & Clearwater.  Refreshments 
available.  Free parking.  Sing with the Walkabout Clearwa-
ter Chorus at its informal Teachabout starting at 6:45 pm.  
Info: call 914-946-1625 or www.WalkaboutClearwater.org.

April 20, Fri, 6:30pm, Riverlovers Monthly Potluck, fea-
turing a showing of “Power Surge,” the PBS Nova series 
documentary,  at Croton Point Nature Center.  Don’t miss this 
eye-opener about our energy and climate crisis, and how we 
might resolve it.  Info:  www.Riverlovers.org.

April 21, Sat,  7:00 pm, Walkabout Clearwater Chorus and 
Red Molly Earth Day concert.  A fundraiser for Hudson 
River Sloop Clearwater at New York Society for Ethical Cul-
ture,  2 West 64th St,  NYC 10023.  General admission $25; go 
to www.earthdayconcert.eventbrite.com for advance tickets.

April 22, Sun, 10am-3pm, Riverlovers outreach table at 
Westchester County’s Earth Day Celebration at Kensico 
Dam Plaza, Valhalla.  Call Warren to help staff this event for 
Riverlovers.

Consumers Union Goes On Web
The venerable Consumers Union organization has undergone 
mitosis into a publishing organ and a consumer advocate, 
and they have now established a strong presence on the web.  
In addition to publishing the well-known and highly re-
spected magazine,  Consumer Reports, they have added an 
online version and they continue to publish books of interest 
and value to consumers.

What’s really new, however, is the seven websites they 
have put online for consumers, and the aggressive stance 
they have taken on issues.  Here is a listing of websites:

www.BuySafeEatWell.org—Your place for action on 
safe products and food.

www.HearUsNow.org—Consumer communications.
www.GreenerChoices.org—Reliable environmental 

advice to consumers.
www.ShopSmartMag.org—Product reviews and shop-

ping tips on how to get the most out of products.

www.ConsumerReports.org—Ratings on thousands of 
products and services in categories including appliances, 
electronics, home and garden.

www.ConsumersUnion.org—Our consumer information 
and protection website.

www.consumerist.com—Our consumer affairs blog.
Check them out, and help them help us by supporting 

their initiatives.  They’re on our side!

http://www.BuySafeEatWell.orgDASHYour
http://www.BuySafeEatWell.orgDASHYour
http://www.HearUsNow.orgDASHCommunication
http://www.HearUsNow.orgDASHCommunication
http://www.GreenerChoices.orgDASHReliable
http://www.GreenerChoices.orgDASHReliable
http://www.ShopSmartMag.orgDASHProduct
http://www.ShopSmartMag.orgDASHProduct
http://www.ConsumerReports.orgDASHRatings
http://www.ConsumerReports.orgDASHRatings
http://www.ConsumersUnion.orgDASHOur
http://www.ConsumersUnion.orgDASHOur
http://www.consumerist.comDASHOur
http://www.consumerist.comDASHOur
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River 
Sloop  Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-profit  membership 
organization whose most visible symbol  is its  member-owned and 
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate, River-
lovers’ purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern Westchester-
Putnam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of 
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with 
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and 
sailing, concerts and festivals; 
• Organizing trips and recreational activities, seminars  and work-
shops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our envi-
ronment; 
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River 
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to the sur-
rounding community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us.  Contact  our interest group coordinators, 
or write to Riverlovers, Inc., P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 
10520.  Together we can do a lot!

Riverlovers Officers
President:! Warren Lindholm! 739-9028
Vice Pres. (programs): ! Robin Fox ! 271-6088
Secretary:! Cynthia Andersen! 432-3112
Treasurer:! Daria Gregg! 944-8396
President-Emeriti! Eric Marshall ! 827-3696
! Gunnar Andersen ! 432-3112 !

Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group! Coordinator! Phone

Envir. Education! Bill Flank! 238-8240
Membership! Gunnar Andersen! 432-3112

Newsletter! Bill Flank! 238-8240
Newsletter Distribution! Cynthia Andersen! 432-3112

Outreach!

Photographer/Archivist! Beverly Dyckman! 739-5057
Potluck! Warren Lindholm! 739-9028

Publicity!
ShadFest! Robin Fox!      271-6088

Web Page:    www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Submissions
Please send news articles and other items of interest to 
Riverlovers Currents, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, 
NY 10520. Include your name, address,  and phone number.  
Names can be omitted on request.
 Back issues of Riverlovers Currents are available at 
our web site, www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Bill Flank; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
April Newsletter Contributors: Warren Lindholm, William K. Reilly

Riverlovers, Inc.  
P.O. Box 285

Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

Riverlovers Monthly Potluck
with a showing of the PBS film

Power Surge

Friday, April 20, 2012
6:30pm
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