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Message From The President 
Wow!  Riverlovers had two exciting trips since the October 
meeting.  The first excursion was the “Walkway over the 
Hudson,” which was the old Poughkeepsie Railroad Bridge, 
on October 23rd.   This was a level walk.  However, as one 
walks toward the river the land drops down over a hundred 
feet and the buildings of the Poughkeepsie waterfront,  as 
seen from the Walkway, look like doll houses.  As one 
crosses the river the view opens up for miles up and down 
the mighty Hudson River.  This is a popular attraction, as 
there are crowds of people of all ages walking.  After cross-
ing the bridge, I left the crowds behind and bicycled for a 
few miles along the connecting railway trail towards New 
Paltz.  Very nice.

For the second excursion, Riverlovers had a little hike 
on Sunday, November 6th up to Anthony’s Nose.  The walk 
was very strenuous, but there’s a spectacular view at the top.  
We met at Route 9D just north of the Bear Mountain Bridge, 
and on the way up, we also hiked a little of the famous Ap-
palachian Trail nearby.  Looking across the river and down 
at the towers of the Bear Mountain Bridge hundreds of feet 
below was just amazing. 

In December we will continue a recent Riverlovers tra-
dition and join the Clearwater family at the Clearwater of-
fices in Beacon for a Holiday Potluck Party on Friday, De-
cember 9th from 5 to 9pm.  Bring food and drink to share, 
and bring your instruments and voices to join in the fun.  Let 
me know if you need to carpool.  Call Warren at 914-319-
3379.  This will be quite a Potluck!

Starting in January, we are going to screen some hour-
long shows from PBS, such as Power Surge, American Ea-
gle, Earth the Operators Manual,  and the movie Gasland, so 
stay tuned and watch for further details. 

Mark your calendars for the very popular EagleFest at 
Croton Point Park on Saturday, February 4, 2012 (inclement 
weather date Sunday, February 5).  Once again Riverlovers 
will serve soup and bread at the Nature Center for the ven-
dors and volunteers.  We will have an outreach table at this 
popular venue to encourage new membership, in the big 
tent.  Help will be needed, so plan to sign up.

I want to thank Bill Flank for distributing copies of our 
Riverlovers Currents at the November 12th Walkabout 
Clearwater Coffeehouse.  This is a well-attended activity of 
people who share our thoughts of a better environment. 

The next Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse is on De-
cember 10th and features a special “Season of Light” pro-
gram with the well-known regional favorites Magpie and 
Kim and Reggie Harris.  Please make sure to post the flyers 
to help spread the word about some really great entertain-
ment that everyone can enjoy, and at the same time help our 
“mother ship” Clearwater.  

More Fracking Secrets
There are lots of embarrassing revelations in the New York 
Times series on shale gas hydrofracking.  The developers are 
promising huge profitability and vast supplies of domestic 
energy, but the gas may not be as easy and cheap to extract 
as they are claiming.  The evidence is there, in e-mails sent 
by energy executives, industry lawyers, geologists and mar-
ket analysts.

People in the know question whether companies are 
intentionally, or even illegally, overstating the size of their 
reserves and the productivity of their wells.  Is there another 
investor “bubble” forming out there?  Some of the independ-
ents in the business are saying that the shale “plays” are just 
giant Ponzi schemes and the economics just won’t work.

Data from more than 10,000 wells in three major shale 
formations show that,  while there are some very active wells, 
they are often surrounded by very large zones of less-
productive wells that in some cases cost more to drill and 
operate than the gas that they produce is actually worth.  A 
survey of six producers in one of the shale formations shows 
that they overestimated reserves by anywhere from 73% to 
350%, averaging an over-optimistic 143%.  (One of those 
companies, Chesapeake Energy, is proposing to develop 
wells in the New York watershed area.)

Furthermore, the amount of gas produced by many of 
the more successful wells is falling much faster than initially 
predicted.  That’s going to make it more difficult for the op-
erators to turn a profit over the long run.

Lawmakers are considering substantial subsidies to 
promote the natural gas business, in the hope that low-cost 
energy can be provided for years to come.  If that fails to 
materialize, consumers will foot the bill both in higher prices 
and in tax subsidies to bail the industry out.

And that’s not even considering the substantial envi-
ronmental,  water resource, and community disruption issues.  
As things stand presently, it’s a bad idea whose time is “not 
now, if ever”!
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Fission Stories
The Union of Concerned Scientists quotes David Loch-
baum’s blog on nuclear safety about a recent mishap that 
illustrates the precarious nature of nuclear facilities.

In May 2011, the operating crew restarted the boiling 
water reactor from a refueling outage at the Pilgrim nuclear 
facility in Connecticut.  Operators withdrew control rods 
from the reactor core until criticality, or a sustained nuclear 
chain reaction, was attained.  The operators continued in-
creasing the reactor’s power level, within various limits, to-
wards full power.  

After withdrawing five control rods from the reactor 
core one foot each (a control rod is 12 feet long, so this mod-
est withdrawal was less than 10 percent of the entire length), 
the computer showed the operators that the water tempera-
ture inside the metal vessel housing the reactor had risen 
18°F over the past 5 minutes.  The computer also projected 
that if that rate were maintained for a full hour, the water 
temperature would increase 216°F.   The legal limit on the 
heat-up and cool-down rate is 100°F per hour to protect the 
metal vessel from damage caused by excessive expansion 
and contraction forces.

Concerned that they might violate the heat-up rate,  the 
operators re-inserted these five control rods one foot each.  
The control rods reduced the reactor’s power level,  and the 
computer showed the operators that the water temperature 
was no longer increasing.

Since they were attempting to restart the reactor, the 
operators needed for the reactor’s power level and the water 
temperature to steadily increase within bounds.  So, the op-
erators withdrew the five control rods one foot each and also 
withdrew another control rod. The reactor power level began 
doubling every 20 seconds.  This meant that a reactor operat-
ing at 1 percent power would be at 2 percent power 20 sec-
onds later, 4 percent power 40 seconds later, 8 percent power 
60 seconds later,  16 percent power 80 seconds later, 32 per-
cent power 100 seconds later,  64 percent power 120 seconds 
later, and 128 percent power 140 seconds later.

At least in theory that’s what it meant.  In practice, the 
reactor protection system sensed the reactor was out of con-
trol and caused all of the control rods to fully insert within 
seconds to terminate the runaway nuclear chain reaction.

The nuclear hokey pokey at Pilgrim, like the unplanned 
power rise at the Millstone plant, also in Connecticut, just 
three months earlier, was a self-inflicted wound.  It wasn’t a 
single equipment malfunction, just many operator errors.

The operators over-reacted to an apparent high heat-up 
rate by re-inserting control rods.  They then over-reacted to 
an apparent low heat-up rate by re-withdrawing control rods.  
In doing so, they increased the reactor power level too rap-
idly and triggered an automatic reactor shut-down.

What the operators needed to have done was absolutely 
nothing at all.  The initial indication of an excessive heat-up 
rate (i.e., the 18°F increase over a 5-minute period) resulted 
from having just withdrawn four control rods.  Had the op-
erators exercised some patience, that virtue would have been 
rewarded by having the heat-up rate slow down.  Minutes 
later, the operators would have had to withdraw some more 
control rods to maintain the heat-up rate above 0°F but be-
low 100°F per hour.  Instead, the operators over-corrected 

and over-corrected again.  Two wrongs still don’t make a 
right.  Training and supervision were not up to the task.

Here’s what we need to learn from this:  The Millstone 
and Pilgrim events each featured equipment working entirely 
properly and operators working thoroughly improperly.   The 
turbine valve testing at Millstone and the reactor start-up at 
Pilgrim are fairly routine, low stress operations.  Or at least 
they were, until operator mis-cues turned them into non-
routine, high-stress mis-adventures.

When highly trained operators stumble over such low 
hurdles, serious doubt arises as to their performance when 
faced with higher hurdles.   When operators can’t adequately 
implement routine procedures, it seems unlikely they’d fare 
better trying to follow procedures during a severe accident.

Because the operators at Pilgrim and Millstone are typi-
cal of operators at every U.S. reactor, these two events are 
clear signals that operators everywhere need to improve their 
game.  For if there’s ever an event involving equipment mal-
function(s), operator mis-cues can convert a hiccup into a 
fatality.  Would they react poorly at first, like they did at Fu-
kushima, or poorly afterward, like they did at Chernobyl?  

EPA To Regulate Shale Gas Waste
The EPA plans to develop national standards for disposal of 
wastewater from shale gas drilling activities, including hy-
draulic fracturing or “fracking.”  After gathering input from 
industry and public health groups, EPA will propose a Clean 
Water Act rule establishing technology-based standards for 
pre-treatment of water from shale gas wells going to mu-
nicipal treatment plants for final processing and discharge.

Some of the chemicals in fracking fluids are carcino-
gens, and EPA’s action will help keep poisons out of our 
rivers, streams and drinking water.  The industry claims that 
wastewater disposal is already actively regulated at the state 
level, but the evidence from a number of states overwhelm-
ingly shows regulation is spotty and woefully inadequate.

In an attempt to address the controversy of the composi-
tion of fracking fluids, the Marcellus Shale Coalition has 
agreed to voluntarily disclose the identity of the chemicals 
used in the drilling process.  The companies that make up 
the coalition will list the chemicals on FracFocus.org, an 
online database that discloses the fluid compositions on a 
well-by-well basis.

It’s only because of the public outcry by a huge alliance 
of environmental organizations that the industry caved in to 
public pressure.   After claiming that the mixtures were pro-
prietary trade secrets because they didn’t want to publicly 
disclose the toxic nature of the fluid they were using and 
then discharging into our drinking water resources, they 
have now done an about-face in the hope that we won’t un-
derstand how damaging their process is. 

We need to keep up the pressure to stiffen the spine of 
our public officials, so they won’t succumb to the lure of 
false promises and benefits that aren’t really there.

Pay your dues now—support our river!  
$25 Individual & $35 Family

It cost $7.60 a year to send you the Riverlovers Currents.  
Please consider adding at least that much to your annual 
dues.  Support your Newsletter and the river!



What’s Happening
When
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Application for Riverlovers Membership

  Name ___________________________________________

  Address _________________________________________

  City __________________________   State ____________

  Zip ____________  Telephone _______________________

  Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________

  Please send check ($25 individual, $35 family) for 2012 to:
  Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520. 

  I want to have Riverlovers Currents delivered electronically.

  ________________________________________________
  Send to this e-mail

Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern 

Westchester-Putnam County area)

Yes!  I Also Want To Join Clearwater
  Please sign me up in the following membership category:
 ! Individual! $40!      !    Mariner! $500
 ! Family!  $55!      !    Sailing-Master! $1000
 ! Contributor!  $100!      !    Benefactor! $5000
 ! Sponsor! $200!      !    Student! $10

Name ____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card
!    Visa!!               MC!!             Discover!           Amex

Account No. ______________________________________

Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________

Mail To:! Clearwater, Inc.
 ! 112 Little Market Street
               ! Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator and 
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent” 
organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up 
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”

Sundays at the Beacon Sloop Club, Farmers’ Market 
10am–4pm.  Local cheeses, eggs, pasta,  bread,  lamb, mush-
room spring rolls, fruits and vegetables.
Nov 24, Thurs, Thanksgiving,  a family celebration and hope 
for the future.
Nov 27, Sun, marks the Islamic New Year.
Dec 9, Fri, 5-9pm, Clearwater Holiday Potluck Party, at 
Clearwater offices in Beacon,  724 Wolcott Ave.   Bring food, 
drink, instruments for sharing.  Continue recent Riverlovers 
tradition of celebrating with the Clearwater family.
Dec 10, Sat,  7:30pm, Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse 
featuring “Season of Light” with Magpie, Kim & Reggie 
Harris.  At Memorial United Methodist Church, 250 Bryant 
Ave, White Plains.  Advance tickets ($17.50) available at 
www.BrownPaperTickets.com, or at door ($20).  Open seat-
ing.  Proceeds benefit Walkabout & Clearwater.  Refresh-
ments available.  Free parking.  Informal songfest starts at 
6 : 4 5 p m .  I n f o : c a l l 9 1 4 - 2 4 2 - 0 3 7 4 o r 
www.WalkaboutClearwater.org.
Dec 21, Wed, the 1st of the eight days of Hanukkah.
Dec 25, Sun, Merry Christmas to all people of good will 
throughout the world.
Dec 26, Mon, Kwanzaa celebration begins.

Fracking Ain’t What It Seems—I
Recent studies have raised serious doubts about many of the 
gas industry's fundamental presumptions:

• For example, releases of methane, a far more potent 
greenhouse gas,  may counterbalance virtually all the benefits 
of CO2 reductions projected to result from substituting gas 
power for coal.

• The human health impacts of gas extraction on local 
communities may rival those associated with coal.  A new 
study by the Centers for Disease Control finds that breast 
cancer rates have dropped in almost every county in Texas, 
but have increased in the six counties with the heaviest natu-
ral gas air emissions.

• The U.S.  Geological Survey just slashed its estimate 
on the amount of gas in the Marcellus Shale by 80%, raising 
doubts about all the industry's positive economic projections 
about jobs, royalties,  and revenues.  The gas industry based 
those projections on resource estimates that the federal gov-
ernment has now jettisoned.

• Meanwhile, local communities find the costs of irre-
sponsible drilling to be ruinous.   Contaminated well water, 
poisoned air, nuisance noise and dust, diminished property 
values and collapsing quality of life are often the predictable 
collateral damage of gas shale development in the rural 
towns of the east.  Riverkeeper’s study, Fractured Communi-
ties, published in September, 2010, documented this.

• In a devastating admission, the industry now acknowl-
edges that it absolutely cannot afford to pay localities for the 

costs of roads damaged from the thousands of truck trips per 
wellhead, leaving those costs to local taxpayers, many of 
whom will see no benefits from the shale boom, but only 
declines in their quality of life.

• The barrage of half-truths and outright lies by the gas 
industry and its allies has obscured the widespread and fun-
damental harm this literal rape of the land will do to commu-
nities in much of New York State, as it has in other states.

http://bit.ly/o7O1Ve%22%20%5Ct%20%22_hplink
http://bit.ly/o7O1Ve%22%20%5Ct%20%22_hplink
http://bloom.bg/nSJaox%22%20%5Ct%20%22_hplink
http://bloom.bg/nSJaox%22%20%5Ct%20%22_hplink
http://www.riverkeeper.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/Fractured-Communities-FINAL-September-2010.pdf%22%20%5Ct%20%22_hplink
http://www.riverkeeper.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/Fractured-Communities-FINAL-September-2010.pdf%22%20%5Ct%20%22_hplink
http://www.riverkeeper.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/Fractured-Communities-FINAL-September-2010.pdf%22%20%5Ct%20%22_hplink
http://www.riverkeeper.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/Fractured-Communities-FINAL-September-2010.pdf%22%20%5Ct%20%22_hplink
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River 
Sloop  Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-profit  membership 
organization whose most visible symbol  is its  member-owned and 
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate, River-
lovers’ purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern Westchester-
Putnam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of 
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with 
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and 
sailing, concerts and festivals; 
• Organizing trips and recreational activities, seminars  and work-
shops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our envi-
ronment; 
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River 
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to the sur-
rounding community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us.  Contact  our interest group coordinators, 
or write to Riverlovers, Inc., P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 
10520.  Together we can do a lot!

Riverlovers Officers
President:! Warren Lindholm! 739-9028
Vice Pres. (programs): ! Robin Fox ! 271-6088
Secretary:! Cynthia Andersen! 432-3112
Treasurer:! Daria Gregg! 944-8396
President-Emeriti! Eric Marshall ! 827-3696
! Gunnar Andersen ! 432-3112 !

Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group! Coordinator! Phone

Envir. Education! Bill Flank! 238-8240
Membership! Gunnar Andersen! 432-3112

Newsletter! Bill Flank! 238-8240
Newsletter Distribution! Cynthia Andersen! 432-3112

Outreach!

Photographer/Archivist! Beverly Dyckman! 739-5057
Potluck! Warren Lindholm! 739-9028

Publicity!
ShadFest! Robin Fox!      271-6088

Web Page:    www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Submissions
Please send news articles and other items of interest to 
Riverlovers Currents, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, 
NY 10520. Include your name, address,  and phone number.  
Names can be omitted on request.

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Bill Flank; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
December Newsletter Contributors: Bill Flank, Warren Lindholm

Riverlovers, Inc.  
P.O. Box 285

Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

Clearwater Holiday Potluck

Friday, December 9, 2011
5:00 – 9:00 pm

724 Wolcott Avenue, Beacon


