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Riverlovers Doings

Our Potluckon May 18" featureda discussiorled by Pace
University professor(and Riverlover) Bill Flank on how
globalwarmingwill be affectingus herein the HudsonVal-

ley. Major effectsinclude increasedidal flow and height,
destabilizingtheriver banks;morecarbondioxide dissolving
in the waterand making it more acidic, adverselyaffecting
planktonproduction the basisof the world@ food chain;and
increased®CB volatilizationfrom tidal flats in theriver.

Someof the suggestedemediesinclude reductionin
vehicle travel, increaseduel economystandardsand alter
native fuels. Enegy efficiency in homes,businessandin-
dustry can cut electricity use by 20% at no net costto the
economy Aggressivemovementinto renewableenegy can
cut our relianceon coal and nuclearpowet which give rise
to majoramountsof pollution.

We alsofinished last-minutepreparationgor the Shad
Feston May 20" thatinvolved lots of Riverlovers,andthat
turnedout to be a great,successfutiay, our biggesteventof
theyear SeeRobin®storyelsewherén thisissue.

Join us for our Pre-RevivalPotluck on June 15" and
find out how well we did at our ShadFestand make ar-
rangementdor our participationin the ClearwaterRevival
weekendat CrotonPoint Parkon Junel6 and17. We need
to follow up on our successn signingup new peopleat the
ShadFestanddo the sameat Revival. And donOforgetthe
BeaconSloop Club® Strawberry Festival on June 10" at
BeaconwaterfrontPark.

Finally, mark your calendarsfor the Riverlovers Sail
aboardthe HudsonRiver SloopClearwaterscheduledor the
afternoonof SundayJuly 15. For all you hard-workingRiv-
erlovers,especiallyour dedicatedShadFeswolunteers,this
is a glorious way to say OthankyouOand enjoy our river.
Get detailsat the JunePotluck. And plan on joining us on
July 27 for our summerPotluck and seiningsessiorby the
bay (actually Mother@ Lap), with Croton Naturalist Scott
Williamson. Seethe calendarwon pagethreefor moredetails.

ShadFest 2007

First glanceout the window on SundayMay 20, at 5:30am,
and| wantedto be on a Caribbeanisland, wherethe wind
wasn't blowing, the rain wasn'tfalling, and where it was
warm. But, theshowhadto goon.

And it did! Whenthe sky blued,andthe suncameout,
around 10am, being at Croton Point Park was better than

beingon a Caribbearisland. We'dgatheredh lot of vendors
and "activists”, some new along with many good old
friends. The musicwaswonderful: The Matt Turk Trio, The
Walkabout Clearwater Chorus, and our can't-have-a-
ShadFest-without-'em,ightning Screamedrom Gertrude.
Arm-of-the-Seabrought a new show to delight, then the
WestchesteModel Airplane Associationput on a demon
strationup on their flying field at the endof our day A lot
of fun for all.

It wastoo badthatwe wereunableto serveshad. The
run was meagerthis year plus it was interruptedseveral
times by storms. Riverloversservedgrilled salmon,while
Chris Letts planked salmonfillets and Tom Lake smoked
salmonfillets. There were some disappointedcustomers,
but on the whole, everyoneunderstoodhe situation. Hope
fully, nextyearcircumstancewill favorusfor shad.

Hugethanksaredueto all the tireless(andtired) vol-
unteerswho producedour event. We missedseveralof our
long-time hands,but found some new splendidly helpful
volunteers.

Specialthanksgo to Dariawho doesa magnificentjob
of organizingthe food, to Eric and Gunnarfor herdingto-
getherthe vendors,to Cynthiafor collectingthe "activists."
Did any of you hearthe publicity spotswhich ranon WLNA
duringtheweekbeforeShadFest?

Onceagain,therewas Geoge Thompson'snellifluous
voice narratingthe HudsonRiver history spotswritten long
agoby JonLambert,andbroughtup to dateby Don Bennett.

Many thanksto JohnMcLaughlinof the BeaconSloopClub
for bringing their solar trailer to power the Westchester
Countysoundsystem.And thankstoo, for the BeaconSloop
Clubberswho broughttheir famouschili to power the din-
ers. It waswonderfulto have Ferry Sloopsand their des
sertswith us too.

A really HUGE roundof applausendthanksaredueto
The Hudson River Foundation. Without its support, we
could not put on our ShadFest. The Foundationgives us
Chris Letts, Tom Lake, and Barry Keegan,Arm-of-the-Sea
Theater and WLNA publicity. Another HUGE round of
applausds due Michael Malsbury and Tino Martin, super
intendentsat Croton Point Parkandtheir crew Thoseguys
wereeverywhere!

Mark your calendarsfor ShadFes2008. Bring your
hardworking twin. It will be our 18th ShadFestandit will
beon SundayMay 18,2008.



OSwim ForThe RiverObPart II

by CynthiaAndersen
We continue our journey with Chris Swain as he swims
down the HudsonRiver. We discoverthat althoughwater
poweris nolongerking, notall pollutershaveleft theriver.

In Chapter6, Swaintriesto swim throughGlensFalls,
but cannotbecausef thetoxinsin thewater Swainandhis
crew stumbleacrossFinch Pruyn'spapermill's outfall pipe,
which spewstons of pollutantsinto the river. During the
1990'sFinch Pruyn, a papercompany repeatedlyviolated
pollution laws andwas one of the top polluterson the Hud-
sonRiver. Thedamagepeakedn 1998,when2,800tonsof
toxic nitrateswerereleasednto theHudson.

Finch Pruyncontinuego dischage pollutantsunderthe
termsof its SPDESstatepermit (StatePollution Dischage
Elimination System). SPDES sets maximum amountsof
pollutantsthat the permit holder is allowed to put into the
river but hasallowedFinch Pruyn,in any 24-hourperiod,to
put up to 15 poundsof cyanide,21 poundsof zinc, 4 pounds
of phenol,and variousamountsof copper chloroform, suk
fate,aluminum titaniumandmolybdenumandmethanol as
well as63,000poundsof unspecifiedvasteinto our Hudson
River. The purposeof SPDESis elimination of industrial
pollution of air andwater, ascleaney moreefficient technot
ogy becomesvailable. In New York State,SPDESpermits
arerenewedevery five years. One might expectthat with
each new renewal the pollution levels allowed by permit
would bereduced.

While there are techniquesFinch Pruyn could use to
increaseenvironmentalefficiency, they have declined to
voluntarily reducetheir toxic effluents. Thereis no short-
term economicincentiveand little pressurefrom local citi-
zensor governmento get the companyto reduceits toxic
impact. Will the citizensof GlensFallstakea stand? Or is
Finch Pruynto GlensFalls what InternationalPaperwas to
CorinthNan unassailableconomiapillar of thecommunity?

In Chapter7 we learnaboutthe "History of PCBs." In
brief, PCBswerediscoveredn the 1890'sandproveduseful
asaninsulatingfluid. Theywereusedin capacitors{rans
formers,dyes,asphaltpaperpaintsandmore. Harmful side
effectswerenotedin 1937in workersexposedo the chemi
cals. From 1947, GE usedPCBsin the manufactureof ca
pacitors and transformers. GE's factories on the Hudson
pumpedPCB-ladenwasteinto theriver.

PCBsweredeclareda healthrisk in 1976. Commercial
fishing on the Hudsonwas bannedandthe CleanWaterAct
prohibitedthe dumpingof PCBs. Underthe 1980Superfund
Law, 200 miles of the Hudsonwere declareda cleanupsite.
Dredging the Hudsonwas proposed,but GE launchedan
ultimately unsuccessfutampaignto persuadehe public it
was unnecessary PCBsare implicatedin a wide range of
illnesses.They can compromisethe physical and mental
developmenbf children,andthe humanreproductivesystem
canbedisruptedby PCBs. Dredgingmay not actuallybegin
until early2009,accordingto arecentEFA statement.

If, like Chris Swain,we everthoughtaboutswimming
the HudsonRiver, August14, 2003would havebeena very
baddayfor it. Onthatday half abillion gallonsof raw New
York City sewagepouredinto the HudsonRiver and adja

centwaterways. Raw sewagds everythingyou washdown
the sink and flush down the toilet, plus wastefrom appli
ancesand commercialindustries. What can we all do to
reducesewageoverflow? Think aboutit andsendyourideas
to Currentscareof Riverlovers,Inc., PO. Box 285, Croton-
on-HudsonNew York, 10520. Nexttime | will be writing
aboutour living estuaryandthework of the Clearwaterand
other environmentalorganizationsthat are using environ
mentallawsto helpcleanup our HudsonRiver.

Neutralize Your Pollution With Offsets

The peopleat EnvironmentaDefensenavea newwrinkle in
the fight againstglobal warming. They wantyou to takea
personalinventory of your global warming pollution, and
thenbuy carbonoffsetsbasedon thatcalculation.

Here®how it works. Evenif you havealreadyreduced
your driving and electricity use, there®more you can do.
Throughthe purchaseof offsets,you canneutralizethe rest
of your pollution. Whenyou buy them,you essentiallypay
someoneo reduceor removeglobal warming pollution in
your name.

For example whenyou buy 10 tons of carbonoffsets,
the sellerguaranteeshat 10 fewer tons of pollution go into
theatmosphereWhile the pollution you produceyourselfis
thesameyou getthecreditfor that 10-tonreduction.

Shoppingfor offsets, however can be confusing if
youOreot anexpert. It canbe hardto tell how muchpollu-
tion is really beingreducedor removed. But Environmental
Defensehasdonethe work for you. Offsetswereevaluated
by a teamof experts,and severalmeettheir standardsor
credibility andquality, with pricesrangingfrom $4 to $8 per
metricton (that®2200poundsjnsteadof 2000pounds).

Carbonfund.ay works with dairy farmsin California.
Manurefrom 14 farmsis collecteddaily and processedn a
closed environmentthat capturesgreenhousegases. The
recoveredgasesare usedto power a nearby groundwater
clean-upsystem.

NatsourceLLC representsselect DuPont and Blue
Source emissionreduction projects. They are located in
Kentucky Maine, Texas and Wyoming, and they reduce
emissionsby preventingpollution, switching to cleanerfu-
els,andcapturingandstoringcarbon.

AtmosClear Climate Club works with a landfill in
lllinois. Greenhousgasedrom the landfill arecollectedso
theydo not escapdo the atmosphereandare usedto gener
ateelectricity In addition,the projectreducesodor andthe
potentialfor groundwateicontamination.

e-BlueHorizonsprojects capture heat-trappinggases
from landfills in New England. One projectin Massachu
settsusesthe recoveredgasesto generateelectricity An-
otherin New Hampshireusesthemto treatwastewatefrom
the landfill. A portion of the proceedss alsousedto plant
treesalongthe Lower MississippiRiver Valley.

DrivingGreen&projectswork with livestockfarmersin
Mexico. Capturedgreenhousgasedrom animalwasteare
usedto generateenegy. Theprojectscanalsoimprovelocal
air quality andreducerisk of groundwatecontamination.

For more information, check out the Environmental
Defensawnebsiteat www.fightglobalwarming.com.
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What’s Happening
When

Sundaysat the Beacon Sloop Club, FarmersOMarket
10amb4pm. Local cheesesgeggs, pasta, bread, lamb &
mushroomspringrolls.

June?2, Sat, 2pm, Ponding in the Park at Croton Point
Nature Center. Visit our freshwaterpondsand discover
what®in them. Netsand bucketswill be provided. Info:
862-5297.

June8, Fri, 1-3pm & June9, Sat, 9am-3pm,Household
Chemical Clean-up Days at WestchesteCommunity Col-
lege,Valhalla.

June9, Sat, 2pm, Seining in the Park at Croton Point
Nature Center. WeOlusea 25-footnetto learnaboutestu
ary ecology Info: 862-5297.

June 10, Sun, 12-6pm, Beacon Sloop Club& Strawberry
Festival at BeaconWaterfront Park, next to Metro-North
train station. Info: www.beaconsloopclub.gr

JunelO, Sun,1-4pmMALF A Ar chaeologyOpen Houseat
Croton Point Nature Center. Seeexhibits& find out what
thelocal archaeologyrganizationdoes. Info: 862-5297.

Junelb, Fri, 6:30pm,Riverlovers Pre-Revival Potluck at
CrotonPointNatureCenter Find out how we did at Shad
Fest, get details for the Riverlovers(@learwaterSail, and
makefinal plansfor Riverlovers@artin Revival.

Junel6 & 17, Sat& Sun,10am-duskClearwater@ Great
Hudson River Revival at Croton Point Park. Orderyour
ticketsearly, or signup now to be a SloopClub TentVolun-
teer for Riverlovers. Info: (845) 454-7673,ext. 123 or
(800)67SLOOPor wvw.CLEARWATERFESTINAL.org.

June 22, Fri, 8:30pm, All You Ever Wanted to Know
About Moths, at Croton Point, with Charlie Roberto. Co-
sponsoredby Saw Mill River Audubon Society Meet at
Parkoffice. Info: 862-5297.

July 3, Tues, 6-10pm, Kensico Dam Music Fest, with
WestchesterPhilharmonic & fireworks. Kensico Dam
Plazagatesopenat 5pm for picnicking, entertainmentat
6pm, musicat 8pm & fireworks. Bring chairs& blankets.
Freeadmission& parking.

July 6, Fri, 7:30pm,Native Lor e of the Hudson, at Croton
Point Nature Center. StorytellerJonatharKruk and Scott
Williamsontell the history of CrotonPointthroughthe eyes
of NativeAmericanswho lived there. Info: 862-5297.

July 8, Sun,1-4pm,MALF A ArchaeologyOpen House at
Croton Point Nature Center. Seeexhibits& find out what
thelocal archaeologyrganizationdoes. Info: 862-5297.
July 15, Sun, 2-5pm. Riverlovers OThank-YouOClearwa-
ter Sail. Alpine boatbasin.Call Robinto signup: 271-6088.

July 27, Fri, 6:30pm, Riverlovers Monthly Potluck, and
Seining by the Bay. Potluckpicnic supperin the Mother@

Lap cornerof the beachdownthe steephill from the Nature
Center ScottWilliamson will sharea seiningwith us and
fill usin onriver ecology

July 28, Sat,11am-1pmDragonflies & Butterflies, at Cro-
ton Point Nature Center. The park has lots of these
wingedwondersin summer PaulKaim will leadthe search
for them. Co-sponsoretty Brooklyn Bird Club. Binoculars
& camerasvelcome. Info: 862-5297.

Here's how to join Riverlovers...

(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern
WestchestePutnam County &a)

Application for Riverlovers Membership

Name
Address
State
Zip Telephone
Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $

|

|

|

|

|

|

[

| City

|

|

|

|

I Please send check ($15 individual, $20 family) for 2007 to:

| Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520.
Yes! I Also Want To Join Clearwater

|

| Please sign me up in the following membership category:
| O Individual
|

| Mail To: Clearwater, Inc.

| 112 Little Market Street
| Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

|
|
$40 O Mariner $500 !
O Family $55 O Sailing-Master  $1000 !
| O Contributor  $100 O Benefactor $5000:
| O Sponsor $200 O Student $10 |
| [
IName I
| [
IAddress |
| [
ICity State Zip [
Iplease include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card |
I O Visa O MC O Discover O Amex |
|
|
:Account No. |
|
|
IExp. Date Signature :
| [
|
|
|

'Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator andl
I other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent”l

organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up!
| and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”



Riverlovers -Who WeAre

Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-profit membership
organization whose most visible symbol is its member-owned and
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate, Riverlovers’
purposes are:
* Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern Westchester-
Putnam County area;
* Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and
sailing, concerts and festivals;
e Organizing trips and recreational activities, seminars and work-
shops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
* Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our envi-
ronment;
* Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River
and its tributaries;
* Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to the sur-
rounding community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us. Contact our interest group coordinators, or
write to Riverlovers, Inc., P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY
10520. Together we can do a lot!

Riverlovers Ofpcers

President: Gunnar Andersen 432-3112
Vice Pres. (programs): Robin Fox 271-6088
Co-Secretary: Cynthia Andersen 432-3112
Co-Secretary: Leesa Thompson 528-0098
Treasurer: Daria Gregg 944-8396
President-Emeritus Eric Marshall 827-3696

Inter est Group! Coordinator!
Envir. Education Bill Flank
Membership Gunnar Andersen
Newsletter Bill Flank
Newsletter Distribution ~ Cynthia Andersen
Outreach

Photographer/Archivist Beverly Dyckman
Potluck Robin Fox
Publicity

ShadFest Robin Fox

Web Page: www.riverlovers.org

\_

Inter est Group Coordinators

~

Phone

238-8240
432-3112
238-8240
432-3112

739-5057
271-6088

271-6088

)

Newsletter Submissions

Please send news articles and other items of interest to
Riverlovers Currents, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson,

NY 10520. Include your name, address, and phone number.

Names can be omitted on request.

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Bill Flank; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
June-July Newsletter Contributors: Cynthia Andersen, Bill Flank, Robin Fox

Pre-Revival Potluck
and ShadFest eport
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