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The Hudson River School Expands 
by Cynthia Andersen

Frederick Church (1826-1900), the only son of a rich Hartford family, was 
independently wealthy.  Church refused the education of a gentleman; he 
wanted to do things with his hands. He was the first pupil of Thomas Cole 
and studied with him for 2 years learning his method such as sketching and 
writing in colors. After Cole dies in 1848, Church goes to the 10th Street Stu-
dio in NYC and abandons Cole’s methods. He is influenced by Turner and 
new ideas in Science which enabled Church to create his own language for 
the presentation of the natural phenomena we see in paintings such as Nia-
gara, (1857, 42 ½ x 90 ½, Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.), 
Church places us over the water, just at the point where it is about to plunge 
into the gulf. He has abandoned the Claudian compositional formula used by 
Cole.  This is not composition in the traditional sense, at all. We see a horizon 
that is wide and flat; sky; trees that are low on the distant shore; water: 
seething and rendered with astonishing precision and of observation. John 
Updike wrote: “...Church, thru thoughtful observation, triumphantly solved a 
technical problem which the photography of the time could not handle- the 
representation of running, rippling, falling water."  Like Cole and Asher B. 
Durand, Church celebrates the glory of America; hymn to an omnipotent 
God whose powers are perfectly manifest in such wonders.) 

In actuality, places like Niagara were overrun by tourists, but they were 
carefully omitted from the paintings of the Hudson River School. There were 
three phases to tourism: 1. artists and writers exploring places caused locals to 
create boarding houses; 2. boarding houses would become rustic hotels; 3. 
elite clientele built their own cottages with privately owned beaches.  

Church has changed his course. Vision is grounded in Science: Physics 
of light, geology, geography, climate, botany: Organic Unity.  He is influ-

enced by the German naturalist Baron Alexander Van Humboldt who wrote 
Kosmos; Sketch of a Physical Description of the Universe, Eng. Translation, 
1849, which states, “Art would flourish when painters found the true image 
of nature- where it was most varied and luxurious such as the snow-capped 
Andes and in the primitive forest between the Orinoco and Amazon Rivers." 

Following Van Humboldt's advice, Church goes with his friend Cyrus Field 
(inventor of the Atlantic Cable) to South America to search for Field’s van-
ished brother.  Church paints The Heart of the Andes, (1859, 10 ft. x 5 ½ at the 
Metropolitan Museum) shows us all the wonders of the Tropic in a single 
canvas. Church’s showmanship: specially lit room, admission charge, archi-
tectural frame to make visitors look through a window, potted palms, tropical 
illusion, viewing tubes, made $600.00 per day. 

Frederic Edwin Church 
1826 - 1900 

Photograph by Matthew Brady

Church’s Persian Villa — Olana
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What’s Happening When? 

Sundays, 10am-3pm.  Farmer’s Market at VFW hall on Main St. in 
Beacon.  Local cheeses, eggs, pasta, bread, lamb, fruits and vegetables. 
Saturday, June 2, 8am, meet at the Patterson Environmental Park, bring 
your own boat (canoe or kayak). 
Ferry Sloops “2018 Summer Music Series” begins Wednesday, June 6 
at 7:30pm with the music of Greg Jacquin Band at Shattemuc Yacht Club 
in Ossining  
Saturday, June 9, 11:00am to 3:00pm, Pop up Farmer’s Market, Vassallo 
Park, Croton. 
Sunday, June 9, 10:30 am and 1:45pm, a naturalist led Canoe Trip at Green 
Chimneys, Brewster, canoe and paddles and PFD provided. 
Sunday, June 10, Beacon Sloop Club, Strawberry Festival, Noon to 5pm. 
Free Admission at Pete & Toshi Seeger Riverfront Park 
Friday, June 15, 6:30pm, Riverlover’s Monthly Meeting at Croton Point 
Nature Center. Volunteers will sign up for the Clearwater Festival. (See 
details on page 1 of  CURRENT’S President’s message). 
Saturday, June 16 and Sunday, June 17, CLEARWATER’S Great Hud-
son River Revival, featuring Jeff Tweedy, The Mavericks, Ani DiFranco 
and others. Croton Point Park, Croton-on-Hudson, NY, Tickets and In-
formation at Clearwaterfestival.org, 888 718 4253 opt 1 
See President Warren Lindholm’s message on page 1 for more Trips and 
Activity News, 

In My Opinion 
Warren Lindholm

Are you sure that the projected (not built yet) renewables by 2030 might 
possibly replace Indian Point closure in 2021?  No mention is made of 
closing the three Hudson River fossil fuel powered power plants with a 
rated capacity of over 2400 Megawatts. Use the projected renewables to 
close these plants instead, and as the article states nuclear power is carbon 
free. Then we will have a carbon free future! Plus, why make Scott Pruit 
happy? (This in reference to "We Won't Need Indian Point Anymore") 

Come to our meetings, come to our activities. Members and non-
members are welcome. Together we can be educated and educate others 
to protect the Hudson River and save the Earth and its climate for our-
selves and future generations. 

Pay your dues now—support our river!  
$25 Individual & $35 Family 

It cost $9.30 a year to send you the Riverlovers Currents.  Please con-
sider adding at least that much to your annual dues.  Support your News-
letter and the river, and get your friends to join you. 

Did You Know . . . 
That the proportion of the world’s growth in oil and gas production that will 
come from the U.S. in the next seven or eight years, thanks to the county’s 
shale resources, is a whopping 80%?  Because low-cost natural gas is avail-
able, this is powering a resurgence in chemical production.  It is forecast by 
the industry that the boom will spur $160 billion in capital spending and 
create over 700,000 permanent jobs.   

The cost, however, in environmental degradation, climate change and 
pollution is incalculable.  For the sake of the planet’s future and our future as 
well, it would be better to leave these dirty fossil fuels where they are, and 
emphasize the now-low-cost renewables (both in energy and plant-based 
chemical raw materials) that we have available to us. 

Application for Riverlovers Membership

  Name ___________________________________________

  Address _________________________________________

  City __________________________   State ____________

  Zip ____________  Telephone _______________________

  Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________

  Please send check ($25 individual, $35 family) for 2018 to:
  Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520. 

  I want to have Riverlovers Currents delivered electronically.

  ________________________________________________
  Send to this e-mail

Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern Westch-

ester-Putnam County area)

Yes!  I Also Want To Join Clearwater
  Please sign me up in the following membership category:
 Individual $50          Mariner $500
 Family  $65          Sailing-Master $1000
 Contributor  $100          Benefactor $5000
 Sponsor $200          Student $25

Name ____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card
   Visa               MC             Discover            Amex

Account No. ______________________________________

Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________

Mail To: Clearwater, Inc.
 724 Wolcott Avenue
               Beacon, NY 12508

Your  Clearwater  membership  gets  you  the  Navigator  and 
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent” 
organization  representing  individuals  and  Sloop  Clubs  up 
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers,  Inc.  is  a  chartered  Sloop  Club  of  the  Hudson  River 
Sloop  Clearwater,  Inc.,  an  environmental  non-profit  membership 
organization whose most visible symbol is  its  member-owned and 
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate, Riverlovers’ 
purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern Westchester-Put-
nam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of 
interest  groups,  including  monthly  Potluck  dinner  meetings  with 
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and 
sailing, concerts and festivals; 
•  Organizing  trips  and  recreational  activities,  seminars  and  work-
shops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our envi-
ronment; 
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River 
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to the surround-
ing community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us.  Contact our interest group coordinators, or 
write  to  Riverlovers,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  285,  Croton-on-Hudson,  NY 
10520.  Together we can do a lot!

Riverlovers Officers
President: Warren Lindholm 739-9028
Vice Pres. (programs):
Secretary: Cynthia Andersen 432-3112
Treasurer: Daria Gregg 944-8396
President-Emeritus Gunnr Andersen 432-3112

Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group Coordinator Phone

Envir. Education Bill Flank 238-8240

Membership Gunnar Andersen 432-3112
Newsletter Cynthia Andersen 432.3112

Gunnar Andersen 432.3112
Newsletter Distribution Cynthia Andersen 432-3112

Outreach Warren Lindholm 739-9028

Photographer/Archivist Beverly Dyckman 739-5057
Potluck Warren Lindholm 739-9028

Publicity
Web Page:    www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Submissions
Please  send  news  articles  and  other  items  of  interest  to 
Riverlovers  Currents,  P.O.  Box  285,  Croton-on-Hudson, 
NY 10520. Include your name, address, and phone number.  
Names can be omitted on request.

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Cynthia Andersen; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
June-July Newsletter Contributors: Cynthia Andersen, Bill Flank, Warren Lindholm

Riverlovers, Inc.  
P.O. Box 285

Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520
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Pre-Clearwater Festival Meeting 

Friday, June 15, 2017 
6:30pm 

Croton Point Nature Center 


