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Message from the President
Winter, where is thy sting? Winter is back! Snow, with 

freezing rains, followed by low temperatures and very high 
winds. My driveway was covered with 4 inches of ice; 
can't shovel that. 

I watched the lunar eclipse at midnight, Jan 21. A sight 
to see! Before totality one could see the earth’s shadow on 
the moon, with a much larger arc than the moon. As totali-
ty approached, the moon turned orange and red from all the 
sunrises and sunsets around the world. Beautiful! All this 
while sitting in a lawn chair in my front yard in 10 degrees 
and the winds howling at 25 mph. 

This year the EagleFest had the same wintry weather 
as the eclipse, however there were even more people at-
tending, than other years. 

I want to thank everyone for a successful EagleFest. 
Ferry Sloops and Riverlovers worked together and brought 
in and served delicious soups and fresh bread to the many 
vendors and volunteers. A special thanks to Gunnar Ander-
sen for coordinating the donated and home-made soups. 

At the outreach table in the big tent we generated a 
great deal of interest in Riverlovers future activities. We 
gave out forty four Riverlovers Currents and handouts de-
scribing Riverlovers. We also sold $68 in toys, books and 
DVDs. Most of the visitors to our outreach table expressed 
interest in our meetings and activities and many people 
signed our sign-up sheet. I want to thank Josephine Piera 
and Hannah Gross for volunteering at our outreach table. 

For the March 15 potluck meeting we will screen a 
BBC Earth special, "Earth’s Natural Wonders-Living on 
the Edge.” Part 1 visits extreme locales like the Mount 
Everest Khumbu Icefall and the dangers it presents to 
Sherpas; and the Grand Canyon where conservationists try 
to ensure a condor chick's survival. 

For the April 19 potluck meeting we will screen Part 2 
of "Earth’s Natural Wonders-Living on the Edge.” We will 
see wonders created by the grand and unpredictable power 
of water, including Victoria Falls, where men risk death to 
reach fishing pools; and the Camargue where it’s man ver-
sus bull. 

February 14, President Trump has appointed William 
Happer to be part of a committee to promote that CO2 is 
beneficial to humanity. Mr. Happer is climate denier. We 
need to reduce CO2 emissions, and not increase CO2. What 
is wrong with these people?? 

We look forward to tours such as the Wheelabrator 
Westchester Power Plant and to trail hikes to various parks, 
such as the Briarcliff-Peekskill Trailway in April.  

Come to our meetings come to our activities. Everyone 
is welcome. Together we can be educated and educate oth-
ers to protect the Hudson River and save the EartEnviron-
mental Good News 

Report On EagleFest
Gunnar Andersen 

Once again Riverlovers and Ferry Sloops teamed up to 
provide lunch for the volunteers at the Teatown Hudson 
River EagleFest. The day was quite cold and a bitter wind 
swept across Croton Point Park, so the volunteers were 
very glad to take a break in the warm Nature Center and 
enjoy some bread and homemade soup.   

Many thanks to Shoprite for supplying bread, plates 
and utensils and thanks to all the Riverlovers and Ferry 
Sloops members for the homemade soups.  A special thank 
you to Hale and Gerhard – Hale made 6 pots of soup and 
staffed the kitchen all day. 

Riverlovers and Ferry Sloops also had outreach tables 
in the main tent of the EagleFest to get the word out about 
their activities.  

http://www.riverlovers.org
http://www.riverlovers.org
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American Artists Go West
Cynthia Andersen 

Albert Bierstadt: (1830-1902) was born in Germany and 
moved to Mass. in 1833 at age three. Bierstadt worked as 
an instructor of painting and he worked with a daguerreo-
typist, producing theatrical presentations of American 
scenery, an experience that initiated a lifelong interest in 
photography. In 1853 Bierstadt returned to Europe to study 
with teachers of the Dusseldorf Academy and he travelled 
extensively. From Dusseldorf Academy he learned the 
highly theatrical and finished work of his mature work. The 
Dusseldorf School which grew out of the German Roman-
tic Movement is characterized by finely detailed yet still 
fanciful landscapes, often with religious or allegorical sto-
ries set in the landscapes Leading members of the School 
advocated plein aire painting, and tended to use a palette 
with relatively subdued and even colors. The Dusseldorf 
School had a significant influence on the Hudson River 
School and many prominent Americans trained there.   

Bierstadt first visited the Yosemite Valley in 1863 writ-
ing, “We are now here, in the Garden of Eden I call it. The 
most magnificent place I was ever in, I employ every mo-
ment painting from nature…” The scenery of Yosemite 
became very popular. On his return to NYC, working from 
his portfolio of drawings and sketches, he began to depict 
the grandeur of the valley in a series of major oil paintings.  

 Looking Down Yosemite Valley: 64 1865 ½ x 96 ½, 
Birmingham Museum of Art, Alabama , Here the sunset 
glow irradiates the glacial formations,  including El Capi-
tan on the right, a sheer wall of rock 3,000 feet in height, 
and Sentinel Rock on the left, with the pinnacles of Cathe-
dral Rocks beyond the haze. In order to convey the scale of 
the landscape, Bierstadt chooses a viewpoint above the 
valley floor which enables him to look clear across a vast 
space dotted with trees that are dwarfed by the cliffs, 
achieving an expansiveness that corresponds to the sensa-
tions of the visitor, though not to the actual proportions of 
the place. The critics were divided depending where they 
were from. Those in the east accused him of gross exag-
geration, of creating a ‘great acre and a half of slovenly and 
monstrous stage scenery”, which might do credit as the 
background of a melodrama, or of being too vulgar while 
those on the West Coast praised him for his truth. 

DONNER LAKE FROM THE SUMMIT, 1873- Bier-
stadt went to the summit of the High Sierras with Collis. P. 
Huntington, the railroad magnate who commissioned a 
painting of this site to commemorate the completion of the 
transcontinental railroad in 1869.  Despite Huntington’s 
interest, the painting speaks more to the national memory 
of the ill-fated Donner Party—settlers trapped by the onset 
of winter in 1846, whose sensational story of privation, 
cannibalism, and death remains a source of gruesome fas-
cination.  A critic writing about the painting’s public debut 
in San Francisco in 1873 noted, “the two associations of 
the spot are…sharply and suggestively antithetical; so 
much slowness and hardship in early days, so much rapidi-
ty and ease now;; great physical obstacles overcome by a 
triumph of well-directed science and mechanics.” 

THE LAST OF THE BUFFALO, 1888, 71 1/8 x 118 
¾, Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington D.C. In 1888, in 
preparation for the Exposition Universelle in Paris the fol-
lowing year Bierstadt began work on the last of his large 
Western panorama and his most important late painting. 
He chose as his subject the wholesale destruction of the 
once-plentiful herds of buffalo, which by this time had 
been reduced to a few hundred animals still roaming the 
plains. We see in the central event: a heroic battle between 
a mounted Indian figure and a mighty buffalo.  Although 
concerned with the perilous state of the buffalo, this paint-
ing is nevertheless a romantic vision of an earlier era when 
the buffalo were still plentiful: the Indians roamed freely; 
and without guns, the two were evenly matched in combat.  
The location of the scene is believed to be the foot of the 
Wind River Mountains in Sweetwater County, Wyoming.  



What’s Happening
When
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Application for Riverlovers Membership

  Name ___________________________________________

  Address _________________________________________

  City __________________________   State ____________

  Zip ____________  Telephone _______________________

  Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________

  Please send check ($25 individual, $35 family) for 2018 to:
  Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520. 

  I want to have Riverlovers Currents delivered electronically.

  ________________________________________________
  Send to this e-mail

Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern Westch-

ester-Putnam County area)

Yes!  I Also Want To Join Clearwater
  Please sign me up in the following membership category:
 Individual $50          Mariner $500
 Family  $65          Sailing-Master $1000
 Contributor  $100          Benefactor $5000
 Sponsor $200          Student $25

Name ____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card
   Visa               MC             Discover            Amex

Account No. ______________________________________

Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________

Mail To: Clearwater, Inc.
 724 Wolcott Avenue
               Beacon, NY 12508

Your  Clearwater  membership  gets  you  the  Navigator  and 
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent” 
organization  representing  individuals  and  Sloop  Clubs  up 
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”

Sundays, 10am-3pm.  Farmer’s Market at VFW Hall on 
Main St. in Beacon.  Local cheeses, eggs, pasta, bread, 
lamb, fruits and vegetables. 

Saturdays, 9am-1pm, Ossining Winter Farmer’s Mar-
ket, near the corner of Spring & Main Streets, featuring 
grass fed beef and pasture-raised meats, local seafood, 
locally grown fruits and vegetables, pickles, baked goods 
and more. 

Friday, March 1: Join us for an evening of Jazz and Poet-
ry by local jazz musicians and poets, followed by a wine 
and cheese reception at the Unitarian Universalist  
Church, 2021 Albany Post Road (9A), Croton-on-Hudson, 
NY. No admission (contributions accepted). For more info 
call Gunnar [914] 522-0339. 

Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse presents: John Mc-
Cutcheon, 7:30pm, Saturday, March 9, 2019 in the first 
floor sanctuary at Memorial Methodist Church, 250 
Bryant Avenue, White Plains, NY. Tickets: $20 in advance 
online/ $25 at the door; Students with ID: $15; Children 
ages 6-12: $10.  For more information visit www.walka-
boutchorus.org  Doors open at 6:30pm – Questions?  [914] 
946-1625. 

Riverlover’s  Monthly Potluck,  Friday, March 15, 6:30 
at Croton Point Nature Center.  We will screen the BBC 
Earth Special – “Living on the Edge”, Part 1–Extreme 
Wonders. with a discussion following. 

Environmental Good News
Cynthia Andersen 

Can I actually have some good news about the environ-
ment? Yes! The Senate just passed a Bill creating huge 
tracts of protected lands. At a time when the Trump ad-
ministration is working aggressively to strip away protec-
tions on public lands and open them to mining and 
drilling, the Senate voted 92 to 8 in favor of the bill.  This 
is a rare victory for environmentalists; a rare moment of 
bipartisanship for the Congress. 

The bill gives us a million acres of new wilderness in: 
Utah, New Mexico, Oregon and California; protects a mil-
lion acres of public lands from future mining; permanently 
reauthorizes the Land and Water Conservation Fund; bal-
ances conservation and recreation for the long term. The 
designation of “wilderness” is the most stringent level of 
federal land protection. It prohibits any development and 
the use of most motorized vehicles. 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund which was 
established in 1964 is very important.  It uses fees and 
royalties paid by oil and gas companies drilling in federal 
waters to pay for onshore conservation programs. It is now 
authorized permanently and can better do its job to expand 

national parks, preserve pristine landscapes, and create 
trails and athletic fields across the country. 

Closer to home: 225 miles of river in Massachusetts 
and Connecticut are designated as wild, scenic, or recre-
ational. Things are looking up! 

One senator said: “It took public lands to bring divid-
ed government together.”   

http://www.walkaboutchorus.org
http://www.walkaboutchorus.org
http://www.walkaboutchorus.org
http://www.walkaboutchorus.org
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers,  Inc.  is  a  chartered  Sloop  Club  of  the  Hudson  River 
Sloop  Clearwater,  Inc.,  an  environmental  non-profit  membership 
organization whose most visible symbol is  its  member-owned and 
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate, Riverlovers’ 
purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern Westchester-Put-
nam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of 
interest  groups,  including  monthly  Potluck  dinner  meetings  with 
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and 
sailing, concerts and festivals; 
•  Organizing  trips  and  recreational  activities,  seminars  and  work-
shops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our envi-
ronment; 
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River 
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to the surround-
ing community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us.  Contact our interest group coordinators, or 
write  to  Riverlovers,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  285,  Croton-on-Hudson,  NY 

Riverlovers Officers
President: Warren Lindholm 739-9028
Vice Pres. (programs):
Secretary: Cynthia Andersen 432-3112
Treasurer: Daria Gregg 944-8396
President-Emeritus Gunnar Andersen 432-3112

Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group Coordinator Phone

Envir. Education Bill Flank 238-8240

Membership Gunnar Andersen 432-3112
Newsletter Cynthia Andersen 432.3112

Gunnar Andersen 432.3112
Newsletter Distribution Cynthia Andersen 432-3112

Outreach Warren Lindholm 739-9028

Photographer/Archivist Beverly Dyckman 739-5057
Potluck Warren Lindholm 739-9028

Publicity
Web Page:    www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Submissions
Please  send  news  articles  and  other  items  of  interest  to 
Riverlovers  Currents,  P.O.  Box  285,  Croton-on-Hudson, 
NY 10520. Include your name, address, and phone number.  
Names can be omitted on request.

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Cynthia Andersen; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
March Newsletter Contributors: Cynthia Andersen, Gunnar Andersen, Warren Lindholm  

Riverlovers, Inc.  
P.O. Box 285

Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

Riverlovers Monthly Potluck 
and Film “Living on the Edge I”

Friday, March 15, 2019 
6:30pm 
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