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Message From The President 
Wow!  What a summer.  Starting with the Clearwater Festi-
val, the volunteers at our Riverlovers table collected 185 sig-
natures for a petition to have the County to renew their spon-
sorship of our ShadFest at Croton Point Park.  Robin Fox has 
sent a letter to Mr. Rob Astorino, our Westchester County 
Executive. Now, we are awaiting a reply.

The seining in July with naturalist Scott Williamson on 
the beach near Mother’s Lap was amazing.  What was caught 
was displayed in the fish tank: young trout, silverfish,  imma-
ture blue crabs, and what looked like a little piece of sea 
grass that started swimming.  This turned out to be a green 
ribbon eel.

We had a wonderful sail on the Sloop Clearwater with 
33 members and guests attending (see Cynthia Andersen’s 
great article in the newsletter).  By asking for suggested do-
nations, I’m happy to report that we collected 400 dollars.  
This will help keep Riverlovers solvent.

At a short notice, Riverlovers was invited to a Hudson 
River Day event at the Croton Yacht Club on September 11th 
because the Clearwater people were unable to attend.  I feel a 
lot of interest was generated for Riverlovers.  All the newslet-
ters I brought were taken and four tire pressure gauges were 
sold.  I want to thank Kirsten Andersen and Terry Doyle for 
helping.

For the third an-
nual Annsvil le 
kayak outing on 
September 12th, 
we had record 4-
foot high tides 
due to the autum-
nal equinox.  The 
river was so high 
that we had to 
duck to go under 
t h e H i g h l a n d 
Avenue Bridge.  
Our kayak party 
saw snowy egrets 
and a pair of blue 

herons, as well as a fish hawk.  Near the end of the day, I 
showed our kayakers the Sprout Brook monster, which is 
only visible from the brook.

The highlight of the September 17th meeting was when 
Terry Arnold gave an impromptu talk on solar ovens.  These 
ovens use no fuel, so they are good for reducing global 
warming and firewood consumption in third-world countries.

Bill, Sandy Flank and I were 
at the Clearwater annual meeting 
on September 19th.  There was 
wonderful singing,  and several 
inspirational talks.  I accepted 
this year’s Charter for our River-
lovers Sloop Club.  Past presi-
dent Eric Marshall was re-
elected to the Board of Directors, 
serving along with Bill Flank.

We will try to squeeze in 
one more kayak trip at Annsville 
Creek on Sunday October 9th at 
12 noon for those who could not 
make the last trip.  Call me at 
(914) 319-3379 if you are inter-
ested in attending, and if this or 
other dates are favorable.

Our next meeting is October 
15th at the Croton Point Nature Center.  Using my experience  
at Con Edison, I will give a short talk on why all power 
plants need cooling based on the steam cycle.   This refers to 
internal cooling, as opposed to external cooling which is also 
necessary.  Alternatives to river water usage will be explored.

Our next outdoor activity will be a walk in the newly 
opened Hudson Highlands Gateway Park in Cortlandt on 
Sunday, October 17th.  There’s quite a bit of history in the 
park.  This was a Revolutionary War lookout to the Hudson 
River.  Plan to join us for a Fall scenery adventure.

To get there from the south, go north on the Route 9 Ex-
pressway past the Peekskill construction to the traffic light at 
the Bear Mountain Parkway entrance.  Don’t turn left across 
the Annsville Creek bridge.  Go straight up the parkway to 
the Highland Avenue exit.  Turn left (north) and go past the 
two bridges, and past Sprout Brook Road and the gas station, 
then just before you go under the Route 9 bridge, turn right 
onto Doris Lee Drive, and go straight up the hill to the end, 
to the park entrance, where we’ll meet at 1pm.

Finally, for the November 19th meeting, let’s have a 
Thanksgiving potluck with all the trimmings, to continue a 
longtime Riverlovers tradition.

Riverlovers President Warren Lindholm 
distributing copies of the Currents.
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Pete’s Dream
by Cynthia Andersen

Thursday evening, August 19th, we are sailing from the Bea-
con dock on the Clearwater, Pete Seeger’s dream incarnate.  
I am with Mia, my twelve year-old student, and since this is 
a “classroom of the waves” I feel it is important that I edu-
cate her and let her know the facts.   I decide to start with the 
material facts: the length of the boat overall is 106 feet; the 
total sail area is 4,305 square feet; the total mast length is 
108 feet.  “Why is this boat so special?” she asks me.  I ex-
plain to her that Pete Seeger,  a very world-famous folk 
singer who lives right here in Beacon, read a history about 
18th and 19th century Dutch sloops that had once sailed on 
the Hudson River.  Pete envisioned the creation of a Sloop 
that would inspire people to start to love their River again. 
With the help of loving friends,  Pete’s dream became a real-
ity in 1969 when the Clearwater took sail on the Hudson. 

The evening is beautiful and all we Riverlovers who 
became part of the dream to educate valley residents about 
appreciating the River are happy and excited to be on our 
mother ship.   I encourage Mia to help cast the net into the 
water and then to retrieve it.  She is game and with the help 
of Nina, one of the Clearwater educators,  she does a great 
job.  They pull the net out of the water and then call for the 
“fish ambulance,” a big plastic tank full of water.   In goes 
the catfish to be viewed by all.  As always, the hale and 
hearty among us get to hoist the sail.  Raising the sail calls 
for all to line up on either side of the boat.  The “heave-ho,” 
“heave-ho,” “heave-ho” echoes across the luminous twilight 
waters.  We set sail down the 315 mile River “that flows 
both ways,” as Pete loves to sing.

Riverlovers brought tasty treats to enjoy.  Our premier 
chef, Terry Arnold, made magnificently garnished potato 
salad enough for forty of us, and it takes center stage on the 
buffet laid out for us by the accommodating crew. 

The wind has picked up, so the Captain warns us that 
the boom would swing across the deck as we “come about.”  
As we continue to tack back and forth in the Beacon harbor, 
the traditional “moment of silence” arrives with the ringing 
of the bell.  We all hush and realize there is nothing more 
peaceful and serene than the sound of lapping water,  the 
creaking of sails and lines in the wind, while across the bay 
we see flickering lights and hear the train whistle in the dis-
tance.  The silence is broken by the soft, undulating sounds 
of a guitar and the beautiful voice of Sarah Armour.  As we 
pull  into the dock with the light of the waning moon guiding 
us, someone notices one star shining in the sky and asks, 
“What is that star?” Riverlovers President Warren Lindholm, 
an astronomy buff, answers, “Venus.”  Not surprising that 
the goddess of love has steered our course tonight. 

Is It Warm Enough For You?
Congressman John Hall recently answered this question in a 
compelling way that deserves quotation.

“As the scientific evidence of man-made climate change 
continues to pile up, there are still those nay-sayers who 
think it’s all a plot cooked up by Al Gore.  Bought-and-paid-
for minority members of the House, like Representatives Joe 
Barton and Tom Price (who apologized to BP) think gov-
ernment should just get out of the way of Big Oil.

“Meanwhile, NASA just released a report stating that 
the decade from 2000 through 2009 was the warmest on 
record.   The months of March, April, May and June were 
each the warmest since records started being kept, and the 
first time four consecutive months set record highs.

“Ocean temperatures and land mass temperatures 
worldwide have been the highest on record for the first half 
of 2010.  New York, Miami, Washington DC and other cities 
have all set record highs for the month of June.

“Russia is experiencing a heat wave and wildfire out-
break that is killing more than 700 people a day.  The Green-
land glacier just calved an iceberg four times the size of 
Manhattan.  Extreme weather events like a tornado in the 
Bronx, flooding in Nashville, storms in DC, Maryland and 
Virginia that knocked out power to tens of thousands of peo-
ple for a week, continue to confirm the computer models of 
increased storm frequency and strength.  Just [recently] a 
‘macro-burst’  hit Dutchess County in the middle of a severe 
thunderstorm, bringing winds up to 100 mph, knocking 
down trees and power lines.   And there are few, if any,  media 
reports that say,  ‘Oh, by the way,  this conforms to computer 
models of climate change.’

“Among all this bad news comes a positive story:  Por-
tugal has achieved 45% renewable production of their elec-
trical power.   Wind, solar, tidal and hydro all are working for 
Portugal—why not for us?  America invented the photovol-
taic cell that turns sunlight directly into moving electrons, 
and we put a man on the moon.  Surely we can regain the 
lead in these critical, emerging energy technologies!”

Congressman Hall goes on to describe his efforts to cre-
ate both jobs and energy efficiency in multitudinous ways, 
and he sums it all up with a two-sentence rationale that 
speaks to, and for, all of us:

“It’s not just to provide jobs, or save polar bears from 
becoming extinct and prevent oil spills,  or stop us from 
fighting more wars because of our economy’s dependence on 
oil.   It’s so our children and future generations around the 
world will have a planet they can live safely on, and grow 
crops on, with clean water and air to leave to their children.”  
Amen.

Are There Clean Water Laws???
We passed the Clean Water Act in 1972, and then the Safe 
Drinking Water Act, but did we enforce these laws?  The 
EPA supposedly regulates more than 100 pollutants and 
strictly limits 91 chemical contaminants in tap water.  

The New York Times published a series of articles based 
on its investigative reporting which involved interviews with 
more than 250 state and federal regulators, water system 
managers, environmentalists and scientists.   They obtained 
literally hundreds of thousands of water pollution records via 
the Freedom of Information Act.  It’s not a pretty picture.

About one in ten Americans has been exposed to drink-
ing water that contains dangerous chemicals or fails to meet 
federal health standards.  These exposures include carcino-
gens in tap water in major American cities and unsafe 
chemicals in drinking-water wells.  Most of today’s pollution 
has no taste or smell, so you don’t know it’s there, even after 
you become sick.

Continued on Page 3
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Application for Riverlovers Membership

  Name ___________________________________________

  Address _________________________________________

  City __________________________   State ____________

  Zip ____________  Telephone _______________________

  Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________

  Please send check ($15 individual, $20 family) for 2010 to:
  Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520. 

  I want to have Riverlovers Currents delivered electronically.

  ________________________________________________
  Send to this e-mail

Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern 

Westchester-Putnam County area)

Yes!  I Also Want To Join Clearwater
  Please sign me up in the following membership category:
 	
 Individual	
 $40	
      	
    Mariner	
 $500
 	
 Family	
  $55	
      	
    Sailing-Master	
 $1000
 	
 Contributor	
  $100	
      	
    Benefactor	
 $5000
 	
 Sponsor	
 $200	
      	
    Student	
 $10

Name ____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card
	
    Visa	
	
               MC	
	
             Discover	
           Amex

Account No. ______________________________________

Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________

Mail To:	
 Clearwater, Inc.
 	
 112 Little Market Street
               	
 Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator and 
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent” 
organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up 
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”

Sundays at the Beacon Sloop Club, Farmers’ Market 
10am–4pm.  Local cheeses, eggs, pasta, bread, lamb, mush-
room spring rolls, fruits and vegetables.
Oct 2,  Sat, Celebration of first anniversary of opening of 
Walkway Over the Hudson.
Oct 2, Sat, noon-5pm, Stony Kill Farm Harvest Festival, 
at Stony Kill Envir. Center, Route 9D, Wappingers Falls.
Oct 3, Sun, 9th Annual Kingston Bluestone Festival,  at 
Kingston Maritime Museum.   Artist exhibits (no hanging 
fees).  Info:  www.kingstoncitizens.org. 
Oct 9, Sun, noon, Riverlovers kayaking trip, at Annsville 
Paddlesports, Annsville Circle, Peekskill.  Info & reserva-
tions:  Call Warren at (914) 319-3379.
Oct. 15, Fri, 6:30pm, Riverlovers Monthly Potluck at Cro-
ton Point Nature Center.  Topic: Power Plants and Cooling 
Water.  Info:  www.Riverlovers.org.
Oct 17, Sun, noon-5pm, Beacon Sloop Club’s Pumpkin 
Festival, at the Beacon waterfront.
Oct. 17, Sun, 1pm, Riverlovers Walk In The Park, at Hud-
son Highlands Gateway Park in Cortlandt.  Meet at end of 
Doris Lee Drive.  Info:  see details on page 1, or call Warren 
at (914) 319-3379.

It’s estimated that 19.5 million Americans become ill 
each year from drinking water contaminated with parasites, 
bacteria or viruses,  and that doesn’t include illnesses caused 
by chemicals and other toxins.   The Times’s research showed 
that in 2008, 40% of our nation’s community water systems 
violated the Safe Drinking Water Act at least once.   More 
than 23 million people got their drinking water from munici-
pal systems that violated a health-based standard.

The FOIA records analyzed by The Times show that the 
Clean Water Act has been violated more than 506,000 times 
since 2004, by more than 23,000 companies and facilities, 
according to their own reports.  Some illegally avoid report-
ing, so the situation is even worse.  Environmental groups 
say the number of violations had increased significantly over 
the last decade, especially during the Bush years.

Frustratingly, research shows fewer than 3% of Clean 
Water Act violations resulted in fines or other significant 
punishments by state officials, and EPA has often declined to 
prosecute polluters or force states to enforce the law.  En-
forcement budgets are woefully inadequate, and powerful 
industries lobbied to undermine effective regulation.   In New 
York,  for example, the number of regulated polluters just 
about doubled to 19,000 in the last decade, but the total 
number of inspections each year remained at the same level.

Many polluters inject contaminated waste water and 
sludge into the ground or into lagoons, which then seeps into 
groundwater drinking supplies.  Billions of gallons contain-
ing lead, manganese, barium and other toxic metals continue 
to be dumped or pumped, contaminating water resources.  
According to some of the companies’ own reports, 93% of 

the injected waste in West Virginia had illegal concentrations 
of such toxic elements as arsenic,  lead,  chromium, beryllium 
and nickel, often at ten times the allowable limit.

The only good news is that the Obama administration’s 
EPA Administrator, Lisa Jackson, has publicly vowed to cor-
rect what she and many others consider an unacceptable 
situation.  The big question is: How long will it take us to 
finally obey our own laws?

Continued from Page 2
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River 
Sloop  Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-profit  membership 
organization whose most visible symbol  is its  member-owned and 
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate, River-
lovers’ purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern Westchester-
Putnam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of 
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with 
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and 
sailing, concerts and festivals; 
• Organizing trips and recreational activities, seminars  and work-
shops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our envi-
ronment; 
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River 
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to the sur-
rounding community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us.  Contact  our interest group coordinators, 
or write to Riverlovers, Inc., P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 
10520.  Together we can do a lot!

Riverlovers Officers
President:	
 Warren Lindholm	
 739-9028
Vice Pres. (programs): 	
 Robin Fox 	
 271-6088
Secretary:	
 Cynthia Andersen	
 432-3112
Treasurer:	
 Daria Gregg	
 944-8396
President-Emeriti	
 Eric Marshall 	
 827-3696
	
 Gunnar Andersen 	
 432-3112 	


Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group	
 Coordinator	
 Phone

Envir. Education	
 Bill Flank	
 238-8240
Membership	
 Gunnar Andersen	
 432-3112

Newsletter	
 Bill Flank	
 238-8240
Newsletter Distribution	
 Cynthia Andersen	
 432-3112

Outreach	


Photographer/Archivist	
 Beverly Dyckman	
 739-5057
Potluck	
 Warren Lindholm	
 739-9028

Publicity	

ShadFest	
 Robin Fox	
      271-6088

Web Page:    www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Submissions
Please send news articles and other items of interest to 
Riverlovers Currents, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, 
NY 10520. Include your name, address,  and phone number.  
Names can be omitted on request.

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Bill Flank; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
October Newsletter Contributors: Cynthia Andersen, Warren Lindholm

Riverlovers, Inc.  
P.O. Box 285

Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

Riverlovers Monthly Potluck
&

“Power Plants and Cooling”

Friday, October 15, 2010
6:30pm
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