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Message from the President
Late September.  Warm sunny days and cool nights.   The 
leaves on all the trees are still green, still taking in carbon 
dioxide and producing oxygen.  The earth breathes!  We 
await the beautiful Fall colors of October. 

Have you received your Con-Edison report card?   I used 
7% less electricity than my efficient neighbors.   I imagine 
using the AC infrequently helped.  What does your report 
card say?

This Summer we had several sails on our members’ 
sailboat, the Solar Wind.   Unfortunately there was a 
microburst September 14th that capsized three sailboats 
moored in the Hudson River, including the Solar Wind.  This 
boat has been owned since 1970, and this has never 
happened.  Damages include a broken mast, flooded 
auxiliary engine, cut stays, and sunken jib sails.  Our 
member owners will decide to either repair or replace it.

On August 7th, I did one of the items on my bucket list.  
I swam the Great Newburgh-to-Beacon Hudson River Swim.  
It was a great experience.  Anyone want to try it next year,  or 
be a kayak escort?

Riverlovers filled the Sloop Clearwater on our annual 
sail on August 7th out of Cold Spring dock.  (Busy day for 
yours truly.)  We had a large crowd of people watching us 
and marveling at the sight of the Clearwater.   We were able 
to accommodate some walk-ons.  I want to thank Fred Julian 
for providing music.  We were able to collect enough monies 
to donate $1,000 to Clearwater. 

Interesting Summer with the Algonquin Gas 
Transmission line adjacent to my neighbors’ backyards.  My 
house is approximately 200 ft from the construction.  The 
construction company removed the 26 inch pipe, left the 32 
inch pipe and buried the 42 inch pipe 12 ft down.  Brief note:  
I drove to Broadway in Verplanck to see the pipeline 
construction.  The pipeline is 150 ft east of Broadway, and 
the Entergy property is to the west,  with 1800 ft of property 
to the Turbine Hall and the Domes.  Somebody made it up 
that it’s only 150 ft away.  That was a gross exaggeration, 
and that’s not right! 

For the September meeting, Bill and Sandy Flank 
described their environmental trip to Pennsylvania’s 
abandoned coal mines,  historic oil drilling sites, and current 
fracking operations, and then finally coming back to view 
the domes of Indian Point.   The damage done to the 
environment and the affected communities, especially after 

the operators abandoned the played-out sites, was huge, and 
the local economies became disaster areas.

Riverlovers had a wonderful hike Saturday, September 
17th, exploring the Sylvan Lake Park Preserve.  This was the 
site of the former quarries that supplied honey-colored 
granite for the approaches of the George Washington Bridge 
and Whitestone Bridge.  We visited Quarry Oak, and climbed 
up to the edge of the View.  The cliff edge is one unbroken 
stone.  Jane and Walt Daniels led the hike.  They are the 
writers of Walkable Westchester, a fantastic hiking book with 
detailed trail descriptions. 

Saturday, September 24th was the Clearwater Annual 
meeting.  It was held at the Pavilion of the Mid-Hudson 
Children’s Museum.  On Friday, September 30th we met at 
Annsville Park at 10am to carpool to Storm King Art Center.  
We could rent bicycles to see the giant art-works.  There are 
a limited number of bikes available. 

On Sunday,  October 9th at 1pm we will walk the Croton 
Waterfront Park.  The parking area is 1 mile north of 
Senasqua Park.  We can also explore the Crossing bridge, 
perhaps on bicycle.

On Sunday, October 23rd at 1pm, we will meet at the 
Sunny Ridge Preserve off of Croton Dam Road (Route 134), 
on the north side just past Grace Lane.  We will look for the 
beautiful hidden pond deep in the park.

For the Friday,  October 21st Potluck and meeting, we 
will screen the first of 3 parts of a PBS special "9 Months 
That Made You."  A description: "Across three episodes we 
chart how 100 trillion cells come together to make each one 
of us a unique individual.  Everything about you depends on 
an elaborate dance of biology that happens hidden away in 
the womb, all timed to precision." 

In late October and early November we will walk the 
new Peekskill Walkway.  This walkway goes from China 
Pier to Annsville Park.  Any other ideas?

For the Friday, November 18th Thanksgiving Potluck we 
will screen part 2 of "9 Months That Made You."  Come join 
us for a thought-provoking look at how it happens.

We plan on resuming our screenings of videos of 
environmental interest, and would like to have speakers give 
talks on environmental issues during the Fall and Winter.

Come to our meetings, come to our activities.  Members 
and non-members are welcome.  Together we can be 
educated and educate others to protect the Hudson River and 
save the Earth and its climate for ourselves and future 
generations.
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Walkabout Coffeehouse Season Starts
The October 8th concert at the Walkabout Clearwater 
Coffeehouse, upstairs in the Sanctuary at Memorial United 
Methodist Church, will feature two exciting acoustic trios, 
Low Lily and The Gaslight Tinkers, who will get the 
Coffeehouse’s 29th season off to a great start with their 
exuberant musicianship.

Tickets are $18.00 in advance (until 7:30 a.m. on the 
day of the concert) and $23.00 at the door.   Students with ID 
are $15.00 and children ages 6 to 12 are $10.00.

Doors open at 6:30pm and the concert begins at 7:30.  
The trademark informal audience songfest with the 
Walkabout Clearwater Chorus begins at 6:45.  Come sing 
with us!

Climate Change in the Hudson Valley
(Learn what the latest climate change projections mean for 
us in the Hudson Valley and how riverfront communities and 
citizens can help prevent these drastic local impacts.  Join 
our sister Sloop Club, Ferry Sloops, for "Climate Change in 
the Hudson Valley" presented by Dr. Sacha Spector on 
Wednesday, October 5, 2016 at 7:30pm at Shattemuc Yacht 
Club in Ossining.

The Hudson Valley’s climate is already changing—
average temperatures are going up, precipitation patterns are 
shifting, and sea level along the Hudson River is rising.

Along the tidal estuary of New York’s Hudson River, 
reaching 150 miles north from New York Harbor, waters are 
rising at a rate approximately twice the global average. 

These rates are expected to increase over the coming 
century, imperiling the survival of 7,000 acres of freshwater 
tidal wetlands that protect riverfront communities and critical 
infrastructure from flooding and provide habitat for species 
on which fisheries along the entire Atlantic coast depend.

Admission to the lecture is free and open to the public.  
Come at 6:30pm with a dish to share and enjoy a potluck 
dinner, or arrive a little before 7:30pm for the talk.   No 
reservations needed (seating will be first-come, first-served).

Pay your dues now—support our river!
It cost $9.30 a year to send you the Riverlovers Currents.  
Please consider adding at least that to your annual dues.

Book Review— “Fevered”
“Why a Hotter Planet Will Hurt Our Health—And How We 
Can Save Ourselves,” by Linda Marsa (Rodale Press, 
$25.99).

When temperatures rise, diseases thrive.  That’s the 
warning message.  Global warming is ushering in a new era 
of medical crises for which we are ill-prepared.  Thanks to 
hotter weather, tropical diseases like dengue fever and West 
Nile virus are again rampant in the Western Hemisphere.  
The deadly rodent-borne hantavirus is traveling north, and 
drought-driven dust storms are spreading a respiratory 
sickness caused by inhalation of fungal meningitis spores.

While the author makes a solid case for consequences, 
she proposes promotion of pedestrian-friendly cities with 
community gardens, ignoring the root cause of climate 
change:  a global economy driven by oil, gas and coal-fired 
power plants.

However, she also suggests a “medical Marshall Plan,” 
designed to make our nation’s public-health infrastructure 
more resilient to the wave of challenges to come.  While this 
is a good idea, it is unlikely to soon find support in today’s 
ideologically-gripped and gridlocked Washington.  We need 
more awareness, but we also need better answers.

Energy-Related CO2 Is Decreasing
Despite a growing global economy, carbon dioxide emissions 
from energy generation continued a decline worldwide in 
2015, according to the International Energy Agency.  Last 
year marked only the fourth time in 40 years that CO2 
emissions from the energy sector—the largest source of 
human-generated greenhouse gas emissions—declined for 
two years running.

While past declines were due to a weak economy, in 
2014 the global economy grew by 3.4%, and by 3.1% in 
2015.  This indicates that the link between emissions growth 
and economic growth is getting weaker.  The biggest factor 
in this is the growth in renewable energy, which accounted 
for 90% of new electricity generation in 2015.  Wind alone 
accounted for more than half of that, and coal use dropped 
for the second year in a row, showing that progress is being 
made in spite of the efforts of climate deniers.

In the U.S., emissions declined by 2%, driven by a 
switch from coal to natural gas for electricity generation.  In 
China, the other top CO2 emitter, emissions dropped 1.5%, as 
coal use went down for the second year in a row.  That’s 
convincing evidence that, despite the nay-sayers,  where 
there’s a will, there’s a way.

Scene at the Riverlovers 
Annual Clearwater Sail 
out of Cold Spring on 
August  7.  Captain Nick 
Rogers briefing us as we 
depart.  Photograph by 
Carl Grimm.
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Application for Riverlovers Membership

  Name ___________________________________________

  Address _________________________________________

  City __________________________   State ____________

  Zip ____________  Telephone _______________________

  Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________

  Please send check ($25 individual, $35 family) for 2016 to:
  Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520. 

  I want to have Riverlovers Currents delivered electronically.

  ________________________________________________
  Send to this e-mail

Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern 

Westchester-Putnam County area)

Yes!  I Also Want To Join Clearwater
  Please sign me up in the following membership category:
 	 Individual	 $40	      	    Mariner	 $500
 	 Family	  $55	      	    Sailing-Master	 $1000
 	 Contributor	  $100	      	    Benefactor	 $5000
 	 Sponsor	 $200	      	    Student	 $10

Name ____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card
	    Visa		               MC		             Discover	           Amex

Account No. ______________________________________

Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________

Mail To:	 Clearwater, Inc.
 	 724 Wolcott Avenue
               	 Beacon, NY 12508

Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator and 
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent” 
organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up 
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”

Sundays, 10am–3pm, Farmers’ Market at the Beacon Sloop 
Club, at Long Dock Park in Beacon.  Local cheeses, eggs, 
pasta, bread, lamb, fruits and vegetables.
Oct 5, Wed, 7:30pm, Ferry Sloops Fall Lecture Series 
presents "Climate Change in the Hudson Valley" by Dr. 
Sacha Spector at Shattemuc Yacht Club in Ossining.  See 
story for more details.
Oct 8, Sat, 3pm, Ferry Sloops Fall Foliage Cruise on the 
Hudson River.  3 hr cruise & Potluck supper, live music.  
Departs from Riverfront Green in Peekskill.  Advance tickets 
$35 at ferrysloops.org.
Oct 8, Sat, 7:30pm, Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse 
featuring Low Lily & The Gaslight Tinkers.  An evening 
of acoustic music with New England musicians Low Lily 
and The Gaslight Tinkers upstairs in the Sanctuary at 
Memorial United Methodist Church, 250 Bryant Ave, White 
Plains.  Tickets are $18.00 in advance (until 7:30 a.m. on the 
day of the concert) and $23.00 at the door. Students with ID 
are $15.00 and children ages 6 to 12 are $10.00.  
www.BrownPaperTickets.com/producer/5602 for advance 
tickets via credit card.  Open seating.   Proceeds benefit 
Walkabout & Clearwater.  Refreshments available.  Free 
parking.   Sing with the Walkabout Clearwater Chorus at its 
informal Teachabout starting at 6:45pm.  Info:  
www.WalkaboutClearwater.org.
Oct 16, Sun, noon-5pm, Beacon Sloop Club Pumpkin 
Festival at Pete & Toshi Seeger Riverfront Park.  
Beacon’s annual pumpkin celebration!  If you can help, call 
David Eberle (845) 242-7822 or Rosemary Thomas (845) 
463-4660.
Oct 21,,Fri,  6:30pm, Riverlovers Monthly Potluck at 
Croton Point Nature Center.  We will screen the first of 3 
parts of a PBS special "9 Months That Made You."  Info:  
www.riverlovers.org. 
Oct 23, Sun, 1pm, Riverlovers hike.  We will meet at the 
Sunny Ridge Preserve off of Croton Dam Road (Route 134), 
on the north side just past Grace Lane.  Call Warren 
(914-319-3379) for more details.

U.S. Water Supply Concerns Rising
EPA chief Gina McCarthy recently warned public water 
utilities that our water supply infrastructure is seriously 
aging, and states are not prepared to face current and future 
water challenges, including scarcity and threats from 
emerging contaminants.

McCarthy spoke before the White House Water Summit 
to address water quality and water supply issues.  Federal 
agencies announced a new program to use nanomaterials to 
address water challenges.  The goals include increasing 
water availability, improving efficiency of water use, and 
using nanotechnology to create next-generation water 
monitoring systems.

The major problems facing our water systems today are 
increasing drug contamination, increasing leakage, and 
decreased funding for rehabilitating our aging water 
infrastructure.  With our changing climate, scarcity will only 
exacerbate the problems, and water sustainability and 
infrastructure management are crucial needs that must be 
met.  Let’s hope someone is listening!
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River 
Sloop  Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-profit  membership 
organization whose most visible symbol  is its  member-owned and 
operated  106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate, 
River-lovers’ purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in  the Northern 
Westchester-Putnam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of 
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with 
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and 
sailing, concerts and festivals; 
• Organizing  trips and recreational activities, seminars  and 
workshops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education  and action to protect our rivers and our 
environment; 
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River 
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects  on the Hudson River, to reach out  to the 
surrounding community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us.  Contact  our interest group coordinators, 
or write to Riverlovers, Inc., P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 
10520.  Together we can do a lot!

Riverlovers Officers
President:	 Warren Lindholm	 739-9028
Vice Pres. (programs): 	
Secretary:	 Cynthia Andersen	 432-3112
Treasurer:	 Daria Gregg	 944-8396
President-Emeriti	 Eric Marshall 	 827-3696
	 Gunnar Andersen 	 432-3112 	

Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group	 Coordinator	 Phone

Envir. Education	 Bill Flank	 238-8240
Membership	 Gunnar Andersen	 432-3112

Newsletter	 Bill Flank	 238-8240

Newsletter Distribution	 Cynthia Andersen	 432-3112
Outreach	 Warren Lindholm	 739-9028

Photographer/Archivist	 Beverly Dyckman	 739-5057
Potluck	 Warren Lindholm	 739-9028

Publicity	

Web Page:    www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Submissions
Please send news articles and other items of interest to 
Riverlovers Currents, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, 
NY 10520. Include your name, address,  and phone number.  
Names can be omitted on request.
 Back issues of Riverlovers Currents are available at 
our web site, www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Bill Flank; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
October Newsletter Contributors: Bill Flank, Carl Grimm, Warren Lindholm

Riverlovers, Inc.  
P.O. Box 285

Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

Riverlovers Monthly Potluck
and Screening of Part 1 of

9 Months That Made You

Friday, October 21, 2016
6:30pm
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